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PHILADELPHIA, March 20th, 1890. 


The accumulation of a permanent fund of such 
magnitude that its income shall be sufficient to 
support Trinity Church without the necessity for 
demanding rents for her pews and sittings, and 
thus ultimately endow her as a Free Church, is 
something most earnestly to be desired, and should 
not be lightly deemed of impossible accomplish- 
ment. All things must have a beginning. 

When it is considered that this venerable Church 
is approaching the close of the second century of an 
existence begun long before the birth of the nation, 
as a mission from the mother country; that she 
herself is the mother of a number of living and 
prosperous churches bearing testimony to the truth 
around her; that she has been a constant giver to 
her own missions and charities, and to those of the 
Church at large; and that many wealthy and lov- 
ing parishioners of past generations have been 
fondly attached to her, some of whom have a last 
resting-place beneath the shadow of her ivy-clad 
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walls; it may well be assumed that had such a 
fund been duly founded a half-century or more 
ago, the Church would, long ere this, have been 
abundantly endowed through the pious gifts and 
bequests of those who would have esteemed it a 
sweet and blessed privilege thus to have given for 
Christ’s sake. 

It is, therefore, not too much to expect from those 
who still remain and others who will yet worship 
within her sacred courts in the years to come, gen- 
erous contributions and large bequests to a prop- 
erly established endowment fund, and that, in a 
comparatively short time, under the blessing of 
God, it would rise to an amount the income of 
which would amply support the Church, and thus 
enable her to free her pews, and thenceforth leave 
the pious offerings of her people to be devoted still 
more to charities, missions, and other good works. 


But whether it shall take a longer or shorter: 


period to accomplish this happy result, it can only 
be done by laying a proper foundation and be- 
ginning the work. The Vestry have conceived it 
to be their duty to lay such foundation that the 
present generation of parishioners may begin the 
work, in the full faith that if they or their children 
shall not be able to finish it, God will surely raise 
up generations of worshipers who, in due time, 
will complete the endowment of this ancient Church 
to His glory. 
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To this end, the Vestry have this day unanimously 
adopted the following addition to the By-laws 
of the Church, duly establishing an endowment 
fund upon a permanent foundation, which they 
here present, for the earnest and prayerful consider- 
ation of all who now love this old Church and 
those who, loving her no less, shall come after them, 
trusting that they all may be moved by the Holy 
Spirit to give freely to the fund thus established 
during their lives, and, such as may be able, be- 
queath* to it in their wills as the Lord hath pros- 
pered them. 


FROM THE BY-LAWS. 
ARTICLE XII. 
The Endowment Fund. 


Sec. 1. A fund for the endowment of the Church 
shall be established, to be called the Endowment 
Fund of Trinity Church, Oxford, Philadelphia, for 
which money and other property shall be received 
and held sacredly in trust by three members of the 
Vestry, to be elected Trustees of the Endowment 
Fund, annually, at the Easter meeting of the 
Vestry. Vacancies occurring among the Trustees 
shall be filled by the Vestry. 
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Sec. 2, The money received from time to time 
for the Fund shall be deposited by the Trustees, in 
the name of the Fund, in a trust company to be 
approved by the Vestry, said money to be invested 
by the Trustees as soon as conveniently may be, 
in securities or property approved by the Vestry, 
and the interest, rents, income, and increase from 
such investments and property of the Fund shall 
be in like manner invested and reinvested until 
the Fund shall amount to a sum of not less than 
fifty thousand dollars, when the interest, rents, and 
income from and growing out of the Fund shall 
thereafter be paid to the Accounting Warden for 
the general use of the Church, but any increase 
shall be added to the Fund until it shall amount 
to the sum of one hundred thousand dollars: 
Provided, that whenever the Fund shall, from any 
cause, become impaired or reduced below the sum 
of fifty thousand dollars, then the interest, rents, 
and income, as well as the increase, shall only be 
applied to the restoration of the Fund until it shall 
again amount to fifty thousand dollars, when the 
interest, rents, and income shall again be for the 
general use of the Church, but in no case shall the 
principal ever be used. 

Sec. 3. Special donations and bequests to the 
Church or the Fund, when received as endow- 
ments, shall be held in separate and special trusts 
by the Trustees of the Endowment Fund, and ap- 
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plied only in accordance with the declared or 
known wishes of the donors or testators. 


Src. 4. The Trustees shall, from time to time, sell, 
invest, and reinvest the securities and other prop- 
erty of the Fund or special trusts as the Vestry may 
direct, but shall not at any time use or apply any 
of the principal, interest, rents, income, or increase 
in any manner other than is herein provided. 


Sec. 5. The securities of the Fund and the spe- 
cial trusts shall be deposited by the Trustees in a 
two-key safe in the vaults of a safe deposit com- 
pany to be approved by the Vestry, of which safe 
no one Trustee shall hold more than one key, and 
the presence of at least two Trustees shall always 
be required.to lock or unlock said safe. 


Sec. 6. The Trustees shall submit the securities 
and accounts of the Fund and special trusts to the 
Vestry or a committee thereof for examination and 
verification whenever required by the Vestry; and 
the Vestry or Committee shall make one such ex- 
amination annually at Eastertide, the result of 
which examination shall be reported to the Vestry 
and Congregation for their information and to the 
end that all may be encouraged to annually con- 
tribute to the Fund, and such as are able and so 
disposed, remember it in their wills. 

Sec. 7. As the revenues of the Church shall from 
time to time appear to the Vestry sufficient to war- 
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rant it, they may declare any or all of the pews 
and sittings in the Church free from rent or other 
charge; and whenever the annual interest, rents, 
and income from the Endowment Fund and spe- 
cial trusts applicable to the purpose shall, in the 
opinion of the Vestry, be sufficient to fully meet 
and at all times pay all of the current annual ex- 
penses of the Church, including the maintenance 
of its property and grounds at all times in proper 
repair, then the Vestry shall declare all of the pews 
and sittings of the Church free from all rent or 
other charge: Provided, however, that whenever 
the prineipal of the Endowment Fund and of the 
special trusts applicable to the support of the 
Church shall together amount to the sum of one 


hundred thousand dollars, then all pews and sit- 
tings in the Church shall be declared, by the Ves- 
try, absolutely free thereafter of any rent or other 
charge whatever. 


NAAA, 
*FORM OF BEQUEST. 


I give and bequeath to the “ Rector, Churchwardens, and | 
Vestrymen of Trinity Church, in Oxford Township, Phila- 
delphia County,” a corporation under the laws of the State of ` 
Pennsylvania, the sum of Dollars 
for the Endowment Fund of said Church. 


